
 
 

Fact Sheet: Texas 
Key Facts: 

• The Southwest Key Program has its 
home base in Texas.  This program is 
dedicated to placing at-risk youths in 
community-based alternatives to 
incarceration with the services they need 
in a culturally-relevant atmosphere.1 

• The majority of youths arrested for an 
offense are between 15 and 17 years 
old.2 

• In the 2005 fiscal year, 76% of youthful 
offenders committed to the TYC were 
youth of color.3 

• Last year, staff at the Texas Youth 
Commission (the state’s juvenile 
correctional agency) forcibly restrained 
students an astounding 12,800 times, or 
35 times per day.4  

• The Texas Youth Commission’s facilities 
average 350 youths per facility.5 

• The majority of youths in the Texas 
Youth Commission’s facilities are not 
violent offenders.6 

• Two of Texas Youth Commission’s 
facilities will close in August 2007.7 

• The most successful of the Texas Youth 
Commission treatment programs is the 
Capital and Serious Violent Offender 
Treatment Program at the Giddings 
School, which has been nationally 
recognized.  The program involves highly 
structured days and specialized 
treatment.8 

• A 2004 study showed that only 10% of 
young people completing the Capital and 
Serious Violent Offender Treatment 
Program recidivated after 3 years on 
parole.9 

• The number of youths held in state 
facilities has decreased by over 20% 
since March 2007.10 

• As of June 2006, there were 162 youths 
being held in adult prisons in Texas, the 
fifth highest number in the country.11 

Major Developments: 
• In March 2007, the Department of 

Justice determined that the Texas Youth 
Commission (TYC) was violating youths’ 
constitutional rights, and that if conditions 
were not ameliorated within 49 days, the 
Civil Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice may sue the state.12 

• One of the actions taken as a result of 
this investigation was the convening of 
an independent panel that reviewed a 
sampling of cases in which youth were 
detained beyond their sentences and 
made reform recommendations for youth 
facilities and sentencing procedures.13  

• The Dallas County juvenile justice 
program is a site for the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation’s Juvenile Detention 
Alternative Initiative (JDAI), dedicated to 
increasing the use of community-based 
alternatives to incarceration.14 

 
 



What Texas Law Says: 
• Available diversionary programs include 

supervisory caution, wherein the 
probation department counsels offenders 
and helps them get services, and 
deferred prosecution, wherein the 
youthful offender chooses to participate 
in 6 months of voluntary probation;15 

• There are 58 secure detention centers 
and 10 state training schools in the 
state;16 

• The extended age of delinquency 
jurisdiction is 19; 

• Pre-trial detention of youths of any age in 
adult jails is permitted. 17  A youth 
detained in a building that contains a jail 
or lockup must be separated by sight and 
sound from adult inmates in the same 
building, and may not have any contact 
with part-time or full-time staff, including 
management or direct-care staff, who 
have contact with adults detained in the 
same building;18 

• For certain felonies, capital crimes, and 
drug offenses, the youngest age at which 
a youth can be transferred to the adult 
system is 14;19 

• Texas does have blended sentencing 
provisions, which allow a serious 
offender to receive a sentence up to 40 
years, a portion of which is spent in 
confinement at the Texas Youth 
Commission, followed by a transfer to 
adult parole or prison;20 and  

• Youths may receive a sentence of life 
without parole as of 2005.21 

 
 
 
 
 

State Resources:  
Texas Youth Commission 
Dimitria Pope, Acting Executive Director 
4900 N. Lamar 
P.O. Box 4260 
Austin, TX 78765-4260 
Tel: (512)424-6001; Fax: (512)424-6099 
Email: dimitria.pope@tyc.state.tx.us 
Second-in-Command: 
Linda Reyes, Ph.D., Deputy Executive Director 
Tel: (512) 424-6071 
 
Southwest Juvenile Defender Center 
University of Houston Law Center  
Malikah Marrus 
100 Law Center 
230 Teaching Unit 2 Building  
Houston, Texas 77204-6049 
(713) 743-0894 (phone) / (713) 743-2238 (fax) 
Email: emarrus@uh.edu 
 
Criminal Justice Division, Office of the 
Governor 
Ken Nicholas, Director 
221 East 11th Street 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 78711  
Phone: (512) 463-1916 
Fax: (512) 475-2440  
 
Texas Coalition Advocating Justice for 
Juveniles 
Ananda Moss, LCSW, LCCA 
3000 S IH35 STE 410 
Austin TX, 78704 
(512) 583-2576 Direct 
(512) 462-2028 Fax 
 
Texas Criminal Justice Coalition’s Juvenile 
Justice Initiative  
Isela Gutierrez 
510 S Congress, Suite 206 
Austin TX, 78704  
Phone: 512-441-8123, x. 111  
http://www.criminaljusticecoalition.org/  
Email: iGutierrez@criminaljusticecoalition.org   
 

“He told her he’d been doing sexual favors for a 
guard in the youth center.  ‘And the guard was 
promising him, “This is your way of getting out 
and going home”… The 17-year-old was 
originally sentenced to nine months in jail.  
That was four years ago.” 

--News Channel 5, Woman: Son Forced to Do Sexual Favors for 
Prison Guard, 06/26/2007 
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Texas Families of Incarcerated Youth 
Isela Gutierrez 
P.O. Box 301587 
Austin, TX  78703-0027 
Phone:  512-441-8123, x. 111 
http://yahoogroups.com/tfiy 
Email:  tfiy@yahoogroups.com  
 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
Correctional Institutions Division 
P.O. Box 99 
Huntsville, Texas 77342 
Phone: (936) 437-2169 
Fax: (936) 437-632 
 
State Juvenile Justice Specialist 
Lori Melcher  
Criminal Justice Division, Office of the Governor 
Phone: 512-463-1924 
Email: lmalcher@governor.state.tx.us 
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/divisions/cjd 
 
State Advisory Group Chair 
Chief Charles A. Brawner  
Spring Branch Independent School District 
Phone: 713-365-5562 
Email: brawnerc@springbranchisd.com 
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