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JUVENILE JUSTICE

Fact Sheet: Kentucky

Key Facts:

There are six detention centers in the
state.l

Kentucky operates ten youth
development centers, ranging in capacity
from 30 to 80 and serving youths aged
14 t0 18.2

Between 1992 and 1996, Kentucky was
placed on nonparticipating status for the
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention Act (JJDPA) because it had
been non-compliant with JJDPA’s
mandates on removing youths from adult
jails and deinstitutionalizing status
offenders.3

In 2005, 57.7% of youths’ cases referred
to the juvenile justice system were
handled with informal adjustment, and
39.0% resulted in detention.*

Several detention options are available in
Kentucky, including but not limited to
secure detention, home detention, home
incarceration, and foster homes.>

In 2005, 452 youths were committed to a
Youth Development Center and 1,263
youths were put on probation.®

All Youth Development Centers have six
hour school days, and the programs
offered include a graduation track, a
GED track, and vocational training.”

As of June 2006, Kentucky held no
youths in adult prisons.8

Major Developments:

The Department of Juvenile Justice has
received a grant in excess of $1 million
to promote services to help youths
transition back into the community after
their release from confinement.®

What Kentucky Law Says:

Youth who commit a minor offense or
have at most three prior diversions for
misdemeanor offenses are eligible for
diversion.10

Diversions programs are not permitted to
last longer than 6 months.11

The juvenile court’s jurisdiction ends
when a person turns 17 % . Under limited
circumstances, juvenile jurisdiction can
be extended until a person turns 19.

Youths are not permitted to be held in
pre-trial detention in adult jails.1?

For certain felonies involving the use of a
functional or non-functional firearm,
youths are automatically transferred to
adult court at age 14. For other felonies,
youths may be transferred to adult court
at 14,13

Youths may not receive a sentence of life
without parole.24

Law enforcement agencies can access
juvenile records during a criminal
investigation. The public can also
access information about the juvenile
record of a felony offender.1>



“The Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice’s
mission is to improve public safety by providing
balanced and comprehensive services that hold
youth accountable, and to provide the opportunity
for youth to develop into productive, responsible

citizens.”
--Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice Mission Statement

State Resources:

Department of Juvenile Justice

Bridget Skaggs Brown, Commissioner
1025 Capital Center Dr.

Frankfort, KY 40601

Tel: (502)573-2738; Fax: (502)573-4308
Email: bridgetS.Brown@Kky.gov
Second-in-Command:

Michael Dossett, Deputy Commissioner
Tel: (502) 573-2738; Fax: (502) 573-4308

Central Juvenile Defender Center

Kim Brooks Tandy

Children's Law Center

104 East Seventh Street, 2nd Floor
Covington, KY 41011

(859) 431-3313 (phone) / (859) 655-7553 (fax)
Email: kimbrooks@fuse.net
http://www.childrenslawky.org/

Kentucky Department of Corrections
275 East Main Street

P.O. Box 2400

Frankfort, KY 40602-2400

State Juvenile Justice Specialist
Mavis Williamson

Department of Juvenile Justice
Phone: 502-573-2738

Email: mavise.williamson@Kky.gov

http://djj.ky.gov/

State Advisory Group Chair
Mr. Hasan Davis

Phone: 859-986-4650

Email: hasan@hasandavis.com
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