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July 14, 2008 
 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington  D.C.20510 
 
Dear Senator Leahey: 
 
 This letter is in support of Bill S3155 “Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Reauthorization Act of 2008” and to 
affirm the findings of the Federal Advisory Committee on 
Juvenile Justice Annual Report 2007. 
 Hard statistical data show that the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) has been 
tremendously successful in reducing crime and juvenile 
delinquency. Its leadership in providing funds and guidance for 
best practices programs that are scientifically based and proven to 
work has changed the way we attack these long-standing 
problems. However, the systematic reductions in funding and the 
proposal to completely eliminate this vital program threatens to 
undo the advances that have been made just at a time when the 
proliferation of gangs requires a new dedication of effort. 
 Before the recent massive cuts, these funds enabled local 
communities to make considerable progress in reducing juvenile 
delinquency and they should be increased instead of being 
threatened with extinction. Based on the OJJDP’s reporting 
requirements we know that there are reams of statistics supporting 
the success of this funding so we won’t repeat them here. We will 
repeat the FACJJ finding that “Juvenile justice in this country has 
reached a crossroads” and that Congress can make ‘smart choices’ 
by staying the course and reauthorizing the JJDP Act instead of 
passing new laws in response to the latest media frenzy. 
 We urge you to make the “smart choice” for the sake of 
our children and our country. Support S3155. Thank you . 
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