ViA 1.5 MAIL
July 16, 2008

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Uneted States Senate

355 Russell Senate Office Building
Washingtoun, 13C 20510

(202) 2244124

Re: Support for 5. 3155 as amended by Senator Cardin
Dear Senator Sessions,

Lam writing to express my strong support for 8. 3155, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention Reauthorizatdon Act of 2008, and for the amendment thar Senator Cardin intends to
advance to phase out the Valid Court Ordex (VCO) Exception over three years. This amendinent
would phﬂ.&(’: outa pmvision of the Act that allows non-criminsgl ycuth ("stams foeude.rs") to he
mearcerated for failing to comply with court orders. The current bill allows these children to be
incatcexated for 7 days. 5. 3155 meaningfully updates and improves many of the federal Juvenie
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJINPA) core requirements and creates a strong framework
of federal standards for states and localities to use to stiengthen families and prevent juvenile
delinquency. By not incarcesating these non-ctiminal youth, we can save millions of dollars that can
be used to fund cost-effective community-based programs, such as the Evening Repornng Centers,
Day Treatment Programs, and Reception Center models now being explored in Mobile and

Birmingham.

Although I recognize there may be controversy surrounding Senator Cardin’s amendment, I urge
you to support it, not only because it is the sight thing to do for the nation’s children, but because
Alabama is alteady at the forefront of the effort to reform juvenile justice system practices. The
Alabama Juvenile Justice Act of 2008, signed into law this May by Governor Riley, included a
provision dramatically limiting the VCO Txception in Alabarma. Despite some initial disagrecment,
the bill passed both chambers of the Alabama legislatate by unammous votes and received strong
backing from judges — Democrat and Republican alike — throughout the state. In fact, 2 quorum of
Republican judges {including myself) wrote to Governor Riley to express our support for the
legistation the week before he signed the bill into law. We did not write 10 him, and nor do 1 write
to you, because of self-interest or partisanship. This is not 4 partisan issue, but a motal one: all
people, of all political inclinations, can agree that childten who have not committed a ctime should
not be treated like criminals. Doing so destroys lives and prevents us from growing strong and

healthy communities in Alabama and zcross the nagon.

You may hear judges or other lepislators atgue that this legislation would ge theijr hands, o
handicapping them as they attempt to setve the cause of justice. Qut i donft believe that justice can
be setved by punishing non-crminal children with the same 5f1nct19ns we rightly use for those youth
who are truly a danger to theit communites. This legislation is designed to protect the health and



wellbeing of vulnerable children who have not committed crimes, to keep families and communities
safe and intact, and will push us to think both locally and nationally about new and innovative ways
to address the root causes of children’s misbehavior.

Thank you for considering $. 3155. 1 hope you will give the bill and Senator Cardin's amendment
vour full support and swift passage through the Senate Judiciary Committee. 1f T can be of any
service to you in this matter, please do not hesitate to call on me.

Esiding Judge, Jefferson County Family Court
120 2™ Coutt Notth

Bixtwingham, Alabama 35204
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