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July 16, 2008 
 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy                 The Honorable Herbert Kohl              
United States Senate       United States Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office Building                    330 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510                 Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Arlen Specter      
United States Senate   
711 Hart Senate Office Building    
Washington, DC 20510    

 

Dear Senators: 
 

As you know, FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS is a national anti-crime organization of more than 
4,000 police chiefs, sheriffs, district attorneys, and victims of violence who have come together 
to take a hard-nosed look at the research about what really works to keep kids from becoming 
criminals.  The law enforcement leaders of FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS know from the front 
lines Ð and the research Ð that evidence-based federal juvenile delinquency prevention and 
intervention programs are critical to our nationÕs public safety.  We are grateful for your 
unwavering leadership on investments in kids that prevent crime and are extremely pleased 
that the Senate Judiciary Committee will be marking-up your bill to reauthorize and 
improve the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (S. 3155) tomorrow. 

 

Federal juvenile delinquency prevention and intervention programs can fund a variety of state 
and local efforts that prevent and reduce juvenile crime.  For example, Title II State Formula 
grants can fund Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care (MTFC), which cuts juvenile 
recidivism in half and saves the public an average of $77,000 for every juvenile treated.  Title V 
Local Delinquency Prevention grants fund a wide range of community-based delinquency 
prevention programs, including mentoring programs.  A study of Big Brothers Big Sisters found 
that young people who were randomly assigned to a Big Brother or Big Sister mentor were about 
half as likely to begin illegal drug use and nearly one third less likely to hit someone compared to 
those who were assigned to a waiting list.  Unfortunately, evidence-based prevention and 
intervention activities still reach only a fraction of the kids who could benefit from them.  
 

We are pleased that the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Reauthorization Act of 
2008 includes a new Òincentive grantsÓ program that strengthens the extent to which federal 
funding will be directed toward approaches that are proven-effective at reducing juvenile crime.  
That is a crucial element of the bill from the perspective of law enforcement leaders.  We 
therefore support passage of S. 3155 in the Senate Judiciary Committee, and oppose any 
amendments that seek to eliminate the new incentive grants program. 
 

We stand ready to work with you to ensure that the strongest possible JJDPA reauthorization bill 
moves forward to enactment. 
 

Sincerely, 

  
David S. Kass 
President 

Miriam A. Rollin 
Vice President  
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